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Proposal for an Interdisciplinary Minor

INTERDISCIPLINARY POPULAR CULTURE STUDIES

The Colleges of the Arts and Sciences

This proposal is to establish an interdisciplinary minor in Popular Culture Studies offered through the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences. The Minor is intended for students interested in developing an interdisciplinary approach to the study of Popular Culture. The goal of the Interdisciplinary Minor in Popular Culture Studies is to provide tools to our undergraduates to build bridges between the popular, public, and material cultures of their daily lives and the cultures that are the traditional objects of study of the University. The Minor in Interdisciplinary Popular Culture Studies will connect the complementing individual department resources, providing our interested students with a unique program for the study historical and global popular culture, and offering a wide array of research tools, theoretical frameworks, methodologies, and intellectual foundations with which to approach this dynamic field of study. 
Currently, the University offers a range of classes in different departments throughout the University that address Popular Culture, but until now there has been no systematic approach for undergraduates interested in research in this growing and dynamic area. As those teaching courses in Popular Culture can attest, student interest in this area is extremely strong and only barely met by our current curricular offerings: these are often among the most highly sought-after courses in our various departments and programs. The Minor has been developed to provide students and faculty alike an integrated curriculum that will build upon areas of expertise currently being developed locally within individual Majors. 

Development of the Minor

The minor curriculum was developed by an ad hoc committee appointed by the College of Humanities Interdisciplinary Studies Committee. The development committee sought wide participation and engagement of units within the Arts and Sciences and continues to be open to inclusion of a wider range of coursework from other colleges. Student input has been solicited informally at every stage of the process through faculty consultation with the many students already enrolled in popular culture courses currently offered at the University.

Curriculum

The minor requires the completion of five courses for at least 24 credit hours, including a mandatory 5-credit introductory course: Introduction to Popular Culture Studies (ASC 264). The Minor will provide students with a range of theoretical, methodological and historical approaches, as well as providing the tools for students to make connections between popular culture studies and a range of other disciplines. The interdisciplinary and comparativist approach to the Minor will be ensured by a curriculum requiring students to take:

a) at least 5 credits involving the study of a historical popular culture (pre-1945)

b) at least 5 credits course focusing on a popular culture outside majority-U.S. culture. 

c) no more than two film courses

Further, only one course may be from the student’s major department, and this course may not be counted on the major.  Other than the required introductory course, no more than two courses may be taken at the 200-level. No more than two classes to be counted for the minor may be taken from a single department. Finally, in some cases, courses can satisfy either the pre-1945 requirement or the non-majority/U.S. culture requirement; however, the same course cannot be used to satisfy both requirements. Substitutions may be made at the discretion of the Faculty Oversight Committee.

Foundational Course:

· All students are required to take ASC 264:  Introduction to Popular Culture Studies [proposed]
ASC 264 is a new course developed specifically for the minor.  It will be offered initially one quarter per year.  If student interest exceeds availability, the Colleges of Arts and Sciences is committed to meeting student demand as resources will allow. 

Advanced Electives:  Students must take four additional courses from the following list of possible electives. 


Minor requirements that might be fulfilled by particular courses (as well as additional advising information) are indicated on Table A, below.
AAAS/MUS 288
Bebop to Doowop to Hiphop: The Rythmn and Blues Tradition (5 crs.)  

Chinese 674


Chinese Opera (5 crs.) 

Classics 230


Medicine in the Ancient World (5 crs.) 

COMM 642


Mass Communication and Society (5 crs.)

COMM 648.01


History of American Newspaper Comic Strips (5 crs.) 
COMM 648.02


History of American Newspaper Political Cartoons (5 crs) 
COMM 666



Communication and Popular Culture (5 crs.)
Comparative Studies 201

Literature and Society (5 crs.)
Comparative Studies 234
American Icons (5 crs.) 

Comparative Studies 241
Introduction to Asian American Studies (5 crs.) 

Comparative Studies 242
Introduction to Latino/a Studies (Calvo) (5 crs.) 

Comparative Studies 264
Reading Popular Culture (5 crs.) (cross-listed with English 264)
Comparative Studies 336
Cultural Studies in American Popular Music (5 crs.)

Comparative Studies 394
Religion and Media (5 crs.)

Comparative Studies 677.01
Genres of World Folklore (5 crs.) 
Comparative Studies 677.02
Themes in World Folklore (5 crs.) 
Comparative Studies 677.03
Folk Custom, Art, and Material Culture (5 crs.) 
Comparative Studies 677.04
Comparative Folk Groups (5 crs.) 
Dance 357
Dance in Popular Culture (5 crs.)

Engineering 367
American Attitudes about Technology (5 crs.)
English 263
Introduction to Film (5 crs.)
English 264
Reading Popular Culture (5 crs.) (cross-listed with Comp Stds 264)
English 270
Introduction to Folklore (5 crs.) 
English 577.01
Folk Groups and Communities (5 crs.) 
English 577.02
Folklore Genres: Form, Meaning, and Use (5 crs.) 
English 577.03
Issues and Methods in the Study of Folklore (5 crs.) 
English 578.01
Special Topics in Film and Literature (5 crs.) 
English 578.02
Special Topics in Cinema (5 crs.) 
English 597*
Critical Issues: Disability in Film and Literature (5 crs.) 
Film Studies 250


Introduction to Film Studies (5 crs.)
Film Studies H670/German H670
Cinema and the Historical Avant Garde (5 crs.) 
German 250



German Literature and Popular Culture (5 crs.) 
History of Art 260


Introduction to World Cinema (5 crs.) 

Modern Greek 268


Modern Greek Folklore (5 crs.) 
Music 253



Introduction to Jazz (5 crs.) 
Music 294



Rap Music in Context (5 crs.) 
Music 646 



History of Music in the United States (5 crs.)
Philosophy 240*


Philosophy of Art (5 crs.)
Psychology 301


The Psychology of Extraordinary Beliefs (5 crs.)

Russian 360 



Modern Russian Experience through Film (5 crs.) 
Sociology 302
Technology, Society & Social Change (5 crs.)

Sociology H367.01
Politics and American Society (5 crs.)

Sociology 606
Social Movements (5 crs.)

Sociology 608
Gender, Race, Class and Media (5 crs.)

Sociology 640
Sociology of Everyday Life (5 crs.)

Sociology 655
Sociology of Sport (5 crs.)
Theatre 367.01



    Self Images: America on Stage 1830 to the Present

Theatre 367.03 


   
    Criticizing Television

Theatre 597
Censorship and Performance [proposed]
Women’s Studies 215
Reading Women Writers: Women, Race, and Science Fiction (5 crs.) 
Women’s Studies 317


Women and Film (5 crs.) 
Women’s Studies 375 
Women and Visual Culture: Motherhood and Maternal Bodies (5 crs.) 
Women's Studies 517
Women Film Directors (5 crs.)
Women’s Studies 527 

Studies in Women and Cinema (5 crs.) 

Women's Studies 576


Women and Visual Cultures of Latin America (5 crs.) 
* As the content of these courses may vary as to the direct applicability to the minor, students wishing to take these courses as electives must seek approval by the coordinator of the Oversight Committee for the Minor for usage on the minor.
EXAMPLES

	Model #1
	Model #2
	Model #3

	ASC 264
	ASC 264
	ASC 264

	Classics 230
	German 250
	Comparative Studies 234

	History of Art 260
	Film Studies/German H670
	AAAS/MUS 288

	Women's Studies 375
	COMM 642
	Comparative Studies 336

	Comparative Studies 677.01
	Music 646
	Chinese 674


 (See Appendix A for a listing of course prerequisites; see Appendix E for sample syllabi.)

Administration and Advising

The minor will be listed in the OSU Bulletin as “an interdisciplinary minor offered by the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences.” An Interdisciplinary Popular Culture Studies Oversight Committee will be formed with representatives from the major departments offering coursework within the minor.  The Committee will be appointed by the Associate Executive Dean of the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences according to the guidelines approved for interdisciplinary programs by the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences Committee on Curriculum and Instruction (CCI).  In addition, it is recommended that the committee include a representative from the university academic advising community.  This committee will evaluate the minor curriculum and course offerings and meet at least once per year in order to make recommendations to the CCI Subcommittee A regarding policy rules, the addition of courses to the minor, and the status of the minor.  The CCI will have curricular oversight of the program.

Academic advising is essential to the effective engagement of students within the minor.  Advisors in the Arts and Sciences Advising area, as well as departmental advisors will be informed of the minor and specific coursework. As with the majority of Arts and Sciences minors, students may formally declare the minor with an Arts and Sciences Advisor.  The advisor and official contact for the Minor will be the Chair of the Interdisciplinary Popular Culture Studies Oversight Committee. Degree certification will be coordinated through DARS.  Course substitutions will be approved by the Chair of the Interdisciplinary Popular Culture Studies Oversight Committee, after consultation, as necessary, with the Committee as a whole. Advertising of the minor and its requirements will occur through the development of a minor requirement sheet maintained by the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences Curriculum Office, via the Arts and Sciences Advising network, and by establishing a website under an interdisciplinary site to be developed by the Office of the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences. Program information will be disseminated through the ASC Curriculum Office and through the Office of Interdisciplinary Programs, in addition to the website for the Minor, which will be regularly updated by the chair of the Oversight Committee. 

The Chair of the Interdisciplinary Popular Culture Studies Oversight Committee will be responsible for updating the course listing for the Minor at the start of each academic year and as necessary on a quarterly basis, including clarification on the website as to which requirements are fulfilled by particular course offerings. This regular review of courses is necessary because of the variable content of a number of the courses in the list of Minor electives: several courses can potentially serve to fulfill one or more requirements (historical and/or global), depending on how the course is being taught in a particular year. Further, the Chair will forward these regular updates to the Registrar for inclusion in the Degree Audit Reports.

Implementation of the Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Plan (see Appendix F) will be the responsibility of the Oversight Committee.
Enrollment Projection

Enrollments in many or most of the electives for the Minor are already extremely strong. (For example, a new popular culture studies course, English 264, filled to capacity its first quarter, despite not yet having GEC credit approval). Almost all the courses are offered regularly by the relevant Departments. Chairs have indicated a willingness to expand course offerings in key Minor electives if demand requires, but because of the already-strong interest in these classes we are not expecting a major spike in enrollments in individual classes. Instead, the Minor will allow students to systematize coursework that many are already actively seeking out. The number of OSU students completing minors is rising, increasing from 14.25 percent of Spring graduates in 2003 to 15.90 percent in 2004.  We also expect to see increased visibility for popular culture studies through the launch of the new Major in Film Studies in WInter 2006 and the development of new courses in several departments in the past year, including English 264 (Reading Popular Culture) and German 250 (German Literature and Popular Culture). It is predicted that in the first year, the Interdisciplinary Popular Culture Studies minor will enroll 40-60 students (roughly 25 first-year and 25 upper-level students).  In subsequent years, the minor is predicted to attract growing numbers of minors.

Resources and Expenses

Current facilities, faculty and staff resources are adequate to support this minor (see Appendix B for faculty currently teaching and conducting research in this area).  The interdisciplinary cooperation of units allows students to benefit from the resources that exist in disparate units in such a way that enhances the networking amongst units.  Except for the foundational course, ASC 264, the curriculum has been developed from existing coursework and classes already well along in the approval process.  The present responsibility-based budgeting system will allow units who experience increased enrollment due to the minor to reinvest resources in the minor curriculum to provide available seats to students. Current advising resources are adequate to provide the advising necessary for the minor. 

Competitiveness with Other Institutions

This minor will join undergraduate curricular offerings in Popular Culture at several institutions.  Within Ohio, Bowling Green State University offers a pioneering Department of Popular Culture; in addition, many institutions have American Studies and related programs with established concentrations  or tracks in popular culture. Finally, many Communications programs offer opportunities to concentrate in popular culture (see examples in Appendix E). While most of the established Popular Culture Studies programs and concentrations have followed Bowling Green in taking an American Studies approach to the field, what makes our Minor unique among Ohio institutions is its historical and global perspective. 

Currently, there are few Minors in Popular Culture Studies available nationally, the rapid growth in the number of Popular Culture course offerings at peer institutions across the country suggests that curricular programs in the area will not be far behind (indeed, Virginia Tech University just this year developed a Minor in Popular Culture studies). We believe various factors will help make our program especially effective when compared to our peer institution: the breadth of our available courses, our unique depth in terms of historical and global offerings, and the size of our faculty involved in the field of Popular Culture Studies. Ohio State University has the opportunity to be on the vanguard of this dynamic and growing area.

Administrative Support for the Minor

This interdisciplinary minor has the administrative support of the major participating academic units as well as the Office of the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences.  The establishment and maintenance of interdisciplinary programs are central objectives of the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences.  This particular minor has the support of the Dean of the College of the Humanities, John Roberts, and the Executive Dean of the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences, Jacqueline Royster.  In addition, the proposal was distributed widely to academic units with an opportunity to comment on the proposal.  Program concurrence forms are included in Appendix D.

Implementation Date

The minor is proposed to be implemented Spring Quarter 2006. 

Appendix A:  Prerequisites for Interdisciplinary Popular Culture Studies Courses

Foundational Course

ASC 264



English110 or equivalent

Electives

AAAS 288
None

Chinese 674


None

Classics 230


None

COMM 642



None
COMM 648.01


Not open to students with credit for COMM 648.02
COMM 648.02


Not open to students with credit for COMM 648.01
COMM 666



Journalism or Communications major or permission
Comparative Studies 201

English 110 or equivalent
Comparative Studies 234
English 110 or equivalent

Comparative Studies 241

English 110 or equivalent

Comparative Studies 242
English 110 or equivalent 

Comparative Studies 264
English 110 or equivalent

Comparative Studies 336
English 110 or equivalent

Comparative Studies 394


Comparative Studies 677.01
English 270

Comparative Studies 677.02
English 270
Comparative Studies 677.03
English 270

Comparative Studies 677.04
English 270

Dance 357
None

Engineering 367
English 110 or equivalent

English 263
English 110 or equivalent 

English 264
English 110 or equivalent
English 270
English 110 or equivalent
English 577.01
10 hours in English at 200- or 300-level or permission

English 577.02
10 hours in English at 200- or 300-level or permission

English 577.03
10 hours in English at 200- or 300-level or permission

English 578.01
10 hours in English at 200- or 300-level or permission

English 578.02
10 hours in English at 200- or 300-level or permission

English 597
Junior or senior standing

Film Studies 250


English 110 or equivalent

Film Studies H670/German H670
English 110 and Honors standing

German 250



None

History of Art 260


None

Modern Greek 268


None

Music 253



None

Music 294



Permission of instructor

Music 646 



Junior or senior standing
Philosophy 240


None

Psychology 301


None

Russian 360 



None
Sociology 302
None

Sociology H367.01
English 110 or equivalent, honor’s eligibility

Sociology 606
Social Movements (5 crs.)

Sociology 608
Sociology 487 and 488

Sociology 640
Sociology 487 and 488

Sociology 655
Sociology 487 and 488
Theatre 367.01
English 110 or equivalent

Theatre 367.03
English 110 or equivalent

Theatre 597
Senior status

Women’s Studies 215
None
Women’s Studies 317


5 credits in Women’s Studies or permission

Women’s Studies 375 
WS 300 or 5 credits in Women’s Studies or permission

Women's Studies 517
317 or permission
Women’s Studies 527 

101 or 201, or 110 or 210; and 317 or permission

Women's Studies 576


10 credits in Women's Studies or permission
Appendix B:  Faculty

Faculty listed below constitute a sample of the many faculty at Ohio State who are involved in research and teaching in the areas of Popular Culture Studies.

Melvin Adelman, Associate Professor, Education

Frederick Luis Aldama, Professor, English

Chadwick Allen, Associate Professor, English

Georgios Anagnostu, Assistant Professor, Modern Greek

Graeme Boone, Associate Professor, Music

David Brewer, Assistant Professor, English

Luz Calvo, Assistant Professor, Comparative Studies

Lucy Shelton Caswell, Professor, Communications; Director, The Cartoon Research Library

Marjorie Chan, Associate Professor, East Asian Languages and Literatures

Daniel Collins, Associate Professor, Chair, Slavic & East European Languages & Literatures
Ignacio Corona, Associate Professor, Spanish & Portuguese

John Davidson, Associate Professor, German & Film Studies

Kirk A. Denton, Associate Professor, East Asian Languages and Literatures

Brenda Dervin, Professor, Communication

Scott Lloyd DeWitt, Associate Professor, English

Ron Emoff, Assistant Professor, Music and Anthropology, Newark Campus

Tanya Erzen, Assistant Professor, Comparative Studies

Daniel Farrell, Professor, Philosophy

Sarah Fields, Assistant Professor, Education

Salvador Garcia, Professor, Spanish & Portuguese

Jared Gardner, Associate Professor, English

James E. Genova, Assistant Professor, History, Marion Campus

Kenneth W. Goings, Professor and Chair, African American and African Studies

Harvey J. Graff, Ohio Eminent Scholar in Literacy Studies & Professor of English and History 

J. Ronald Green, Professor, Film Studies & History of Art

Yana Hashamova, Assistant Professor, Slavic & East European Languages & Literatures
John Hellmann, Professor, English, Lima Campus

Elizabeth Hewitt, Assistant Professor, English

Sarah Iles Johnston, Professor, Greek & Latin

Silvia Knobloch, Assistant Professor, Communication


Stephen Kuusisto, Assistant Professor, English

William Theodore McDaniel, Professor, African American and African Studies

Daniel G. McDonald, Professor, Communication 

Shiela Marion, Department of Dance

Judith Mayne, Distinguished Professor, French & Italian Studies, Women’s Studies 

Maia Pank Mertz, Professor, Education

Linda Mizejewski, Professor and Chair, Women’s Studies

Terry Moore, Assistant Professor, Women’s Studies

William J. Morgan, Professor, Education

Dorothy Noyes, Associate Professor, English & Folklore Studies

Laura Podalsky, Assistant Professor, Spanish & Portuguese

Parvaneh Pourshariati, Assistant Professor, Near Eastern Languages & Cultures
Barry Shank, Associate Professor, Comparative Studies

Amy Shuman, Professor, Department of English & Folklore Studies

Maurice Stevens, Assistant Professor, Comparative Studies

Ruby Tapia, Assistant Professor, Women’s Studies

Abril Trigo, Associate Professor, Spanish & Portuguese

Sabra Webber, Associate Professor, Comparative Studies

Rebecca Wanzo, Assistant Professor, Women’s Studies & African American and African Studies

Jennifer Willging, Assistant Professor, French & Italian Studies

Victoria Wohl, Associate Professor, Greek & Latin

Alan Woods, Associate Professor, Theatre

APPENDIX C:  Examples of Programs Within Other Institutions

Appendix D:  Program Concurrence Forms

Appendix E:  Course Syllabi
Appendix F:  Assessment Plan
PAGE  
15

